Pew Research Center %{%

FOR RELEASECT. B, 2018

Eastern and Western
Europeans Differ on
Importance of Religion,
Views of Minorities, and
Key Social Issues

People in Central and Eastern Europe are less accepting of
Muslims and Jews, same-sex marriage, and legal abortion

FORMEDIA OR OTHER INQUIRIES

Alan CoopermanDirector of Religion Research
Scott Gardner Senior Researcher

Neha Sahgal Associate Director of Research
Anna Schiller CommunicationsManager
202.419.4372

www.pewresearch.org

RECOMMENDED CITATION

Pew Research CenteQct. 2, 2018, Eastern
and Western Europeans Differ on Importance o
Religion, Views of Minorities, and Key Social
Issuesd



1
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

About Pew Research Center

Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan fact tank that informs the public about the issues, attitudes

and trends shaping America and the world. It does not take policy positions. The Center conducts

public opinion polling, demographic research, content analysis and other data-driven social

science research. It studies U.S. politics and policy; journalism and media; internet, science and

technology; religion and public life; Hispanic trends; global attitudes and trends; and U.S. social

and demographic trends. Al | of the Center 0 swuweqguesehrch.org. Peav avail ab
Research Center is a subsidiary of The Pew Charitable Trusts, its primary funder.

© Pew Research Cente2019

www.pewesearchorg


http://www.pewresearch.org/

2
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Acknowledgments

This report was produced by Pew Research Center as part of the Pesiempleton Global Religious
Futures project, which analyzes religious change and its impact on societies aound the world.
Funding for the Global Religious Futures project comes from The Pew Charitable Trusts and the
John Templeton Foundation.

This report is a collaborative effort based on the input and analysis of the following individuals:

Research Team

Neha Sahgal Associate Director of Research Alan Coopermanpirector of Religion Research
Scott Gardner Senior Researcher Ariana Monigue SalazarResearch Analyst
Jonathan EvansResearch Analyst Kelsey Jo StarrResearchAnalyst
Methodology Team

PatrickMoynihan Associate Director, International Research Methods
Martha McRoy Research Methodologist

Editorial and Graphic Design
Michael Lipkg Editorial Manager Jeff Diamant Senior Writer/Editor
Aleksandra SandstromCopy Editor Bill Webster, Information Graphics Designer

Communications and Web Publishing
Stacy RosenbergAssociate Director, Digital Travis Mitchel] Digital Producer
Anna Schiller Communications Manager

Others at Pew Research Center whgrovided research guidance indude Michael Dimock and
James Bell.

This report is based on prior surveys reported in fiReligious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europed  a Bethg @hristian in Western Europe. 0 F o rprojécts,ePsve
Research Center receivedvaluable advice from outside advisers See he acknowledgments
sections of each report for details.

www.pewesearchorg


http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.pewforum.org/2018/05/29/being-christian-in-western-europe/

3
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Eastern and Western Europeans Differ on
Importance of Religion, Views of Minorities,
and Key Social Issues

People in Central and Eastern Europe are less accepting of Muslims
and Jews, same-sex marriage, and legal abortion

The Iron Curtain that once divided Europe may be long gone, but the continent today is split by
stark differences in public attitudes toward religion, minorities and social issues such as gay
marriage and legal abortion. Compared with Western Europeans, fewer Central and Eastern
Europeans would welcome Muslims or Jews into their families or neighborhoods, extend the right

Vast differences across Europe in public dtitudes toward Muslims

% who say they would be willing to accept Muslims as members of their family

Note: This question was not asked of Muslims
Source: Surveys conducted 2012017 in 34 countries. See Methodology for details.
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